 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

December 13, 2010
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Botsford, Collie, Darby, Eaton, Grimes, Johnston, Nowacki, Reaves, Rodriguez, Smith, Walker
EXCUSED:
Barnes, Collins, Cundiff, Friel, Gholson, Hansen, Millard, Prettyman, Rogge, Stewart
ABSENT: 
Daniel, Krusas, Massimino, Pruim, Roby, Rogers, Roman, Rouse, Winfrey
Due to lousy weather, only eleven board members attended, which was one less than a quorum, so no official business was conducted.

MINUTES
In the absence of a quorum, the minutes of the November meeting and the 
TREASURY
treasurer’s report for December were not approved.

MCC COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Eric Reaves reported that he has appointed a committee to review procedures for the election of officers, since there were complaints about the way the election was conducted at the October meeting.

Reaves reviewed the work of the Marquette East board to establish a conservancy for the support and oversight of Marquette after the current renovation project is complete.  He noted that agreement has been reached on the composition of the Conservancy Board of Directors and work on the by-laws is nearing completion.  (There will be eight representatives from the city and 19 representatives of civic groups and businesses on the board, and they should be persons who contribute to the fund-raising effort.)  Reaves has found that working with representatives of the city is difficult.  A current subject of controversy is control of the beach areas outside the park.  The committee which is working to define the conservancy will be meeting with the Gary Park Board on Wednesday, December 15.  

Doug Grimes inquired what the RDA board thinks of the conservancy ground rules.  Reaves indicated that they just want things to move faster.  

Robert Leonard pushed for more and more convenient rest rooms and sidewalks.

Roland Walker expressed support for speed bumps on the roads to control traffic.

Reaves indicated that he wants to hold another retreat for the MCC Board of Directors early in 2011.  He also reminded members that he is still looking for committee mission statements for the MCC website.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Nichole-Charlene reported that the masquerade ball was a success, but the final financial results are not yet known.  This year’s affair attracted more young people, and the committee is thinking of adding an afternoon party for children next year.
GOVERNMENT

Eric Reaves repeated our commitment to sponsoring a forum for mayoral candidates prior to next year’s primary election.  
The one-time branch bank building at 8120 Dunes Highway is being renovated, but no one knows what activity will be moving in.

MEMBERSHIP
Nichole-Charlene reported that she had canvassed some of her own neighborhood and had signed up 12 members.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

The MCC website will have information concerning all board members, each of whom will also have an MCC e-mail address.

OLD BUSINESS
Robert Leonard wondered whether anyone was planning to attend the next meeting of the Board of Zoning Appeals.  He noted that the proposed junk yard behind Pepe’s had been unfavorably report out of committee, based on noise, unsightliness, and toxic fluids which need to be cleaned up.  Jim Nowacki indicated that the issue would be considered by the Gary Common Council next week.
GENERAL SHARING

The Marquette Park UMC will present a program of Christmas carols on December 19 at 10:15 am, and will have a Christmas Ever service at 7:00 pm on December 24.
Robert Leonard reported that the Miller Improvement Group has planted and decorated a community Christmas tree, along with a menorah, on the grounds of the Old Miller School.

Sandy Rodriguez passed out flyers for a “meet and greet” session with a local environmental group, to be held the coming Wednesday.  She also noted that EPA funds are available for lead remediation.

Rodriguez also pointed out that the MillerBeach page on Facebook includes an item by Anthony Broadnax, who is seeking support for a project to renovate several buildings in the Emerson neighborhood.  

Rodriguez also announced that the Farmers’ Market is looking for faith-based collaborators to promote “sustainability.”  A group will start meeting in January, at dates to be announced later.  A project under discussion is community meal-making.  The local Purdue University Extension is also working on urban food production.

A visitor noted that the Chapel of the Dunes on Lake Street will sponsor a free Christmas dinner from 4:30 to 6:30 pm on December 19.

Jim Nowacki again plans to walk from Gary to Indianapolis, to publicize his efforts to retrieve a significant painting which has found its way into government offices in the state capitol.  He plans to arrive in Indianapolis on January 10.  He requested MCC support for his effort.

The December MCC board meeting concluded with refreshments organized by Nichole-Charlene.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton

Secretary, Miller Citizens Corp. 
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