MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
December 12, 2011
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Arndt, Baran, Barnes, Collie, Darby, Eaton, Gholson, Grimes, Johnston, Krusas, Millard, Nowacki, Reaves, Roby, Rodriguez, Rouse, Smith, Bradley Smith, Walker, Weiss, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Botsford, Collins, Cundiff, Daniel, Hansen, Prettyman, Stewart
ABSENT: 

McCarthy, Rogge 
Eric Reaves opened the meeting at 7:30.
MINUTES
Pauline Millard moved and Howard Darby seconded, that the minutes of the November board meeting be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.  

TREASURY
Eric Reaves presented the treasurer’s report for October, 2011, prepared by Wendy Prettyman, which showed:  





 
Beginning Balance November 1,2011:      $  11,802.58
Income:                                                            4,460.06
Disbursements:                                                    120.00
Ending Balance November 30, 2011:          $ 16,341.63
 
Income was $1,460.00 from memberships, $3,000.00 grant from Marilyn for the COP office, and $.06 from interest.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MARQUETTE PARK RENOVATION PROJECT

Eric Reaves, Carol Smith, and Ed Johnston met this morning concerning the status of the project.  The architect and contractors reported that work was six months behind schedule and over budget.  Chris Meyers, representing the City, thought they were two months behind or less.  Reaves noted that events are being booked for May, but at this time the windows for the pavilion have not been ordered.

Lee Botts noted that the caterer’s contract is to be awarded in January.  Everyone agreed that this is an important issue, and the right choice could make the pavilion the number one party spot in the Region.

Ed Johnston reported that the Gary Park Board is holding up the development of a Park Conservancy to fund and operate the park, because its members do not want to give up control.  We are waiting for the inauguration of a new administration to make progress.
As of now, unplanned expenses are being paid out of the contingency fund which is part of the original grant, but this money is being used up for items like winter heating and the summer tent rental.

Carol Smith observed, on the positive side, that high quality work is being done and the area of Fr. Marquette’s statue is almost complete.

Robert Leonard inquired whether the issue of how the road through the park will be configured has been settled.  It has not.

TRANSPORTATION-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

The MCC has traditionally supported the retention of the Miller South Shore station and opposed moving the station to the intersection of I-65 and Rt. 20.  The Art District has developed a plan for a new station complex at the Miller location, which would include a raised train platform, numerous parking spaces, commercial space, and a high-rise residence for seniors, at an estimated cost of $53 million.  The proposal has been discussed with NICTD, which has decided not to develop the I-65 location.

Roland Walker thought middle-class housing would do more for the community than housing for seniors.  Doug Grimes inquired who would be responsible for the proposed development.  Reaves noted that the Art District was not in the development business, but a developer would be found who could handle the construction with oversight by NICTD, the City of Gary, and others.

At Reaves’ instigation, Ed Johnston moved and Jim Nowacki seconded, that the MCC reaffirm its support for the Miller South Shore Station.  Doug Grimes didn’t understand why the MCC needed to restate its position, which hasn’t changed.  Nevertheless, the motion was approved.

COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION

GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
Ron Gholson indicated that he has recruited members for the Government and Legislation committee, and plans to meet on the first or fourth Monday of each month.  The committee might consider backing a Lake County income tax.

SHORELINE COMMITTEE
Carol Smith noted that the next meeting of the Shoreline Committee will be in February.  In the meantime, members will be looking at how other beaches are managed and will be making contact with the new city administration.  One committee proposal is to have street names posted on the beach, so that emergency responders can be directed to the correct area of the beach.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Doretha Rouse reported that Nowacki, Baran, and Barnes have joined the committee.  Chasing down the missing Gary School art works will be one of their issues.

Ivy Tech is adding new programs.  Jason Arndt noted that they have established a Corporate College, in response to requests from businesses.  They also have started a dual-credit program, through which high school students can earn college credits.  Most school districts in the Region are participating in this program, but the Gary Community Schools are not.

Ron Gholson complained that Gary teachers are not providing student progress reports for parents.

Rich Barnes moved that the MCC support the dual credit classes and partnership with Ivy Tech.  He sees this as a money-saving program for students planning to go on to college.  The motion passed.  Jason Arndt is to provide more information on this subject.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Ron Gholson announced that the Public Safety Committee will meet at 6:00 pm on the third Monday of each month at the Datamine office.
NEW BUSINESS

Carol Smith noted that December is the month for giving.  She proposed that we make a donation of $50 to St. Barnabas Church, in appreciation for letting the Shoreline Committee use their meeting room.   Doug Grimes moved and Rich Barnes seconded, that we make a donation of $100.  The motion passed.
It was proposed that the MCC contribute $200 to the Marquette Park UMC, in appreciation for holding meetings at the church.  Howard Darby moved and Ron Gholson seconded, that we make a contribution of $300 to the church.  The motion passed.

GENERAL SHARING

Eric Reaves commented that the third “Pop-up Art” event was held on December 3, with 49 artists represented.  He also noted that the heirs of pharmacist Marshall Gardner, owners of the former Miller Drug building, were donating the building to the Arts District, which is looking for a grant to turn the space into work and exhibition space for artists.

Reaves commended Jim Nowacki for his work retrieving artworks for the Gary Community Schools.  Nowacki appreciated the recognition.  His next target is a painting by Arthur Durand.
Rich Barnes congratulated Sandy Rodriguez for being admitted to the Society of Innovators.

Doretha Rouse reported that a grant and associated public recognition have been received to keep Gary’s Morningside neighborhood looking good.

Sandy Rodriguez announced that several lots in the area of 15th and Massachusetts have been acquired as an urban farm, where food can be grown in summer for sale at local markets.

Lee Botts pointed out that Temple Israel is planning a joint service to promote sustainability of the environment.

Carol Smith reported that former board member Frank Roman is in the hospital, recovering from a fall in his home.

Jason Arndt noted that The Revolution was presenting a free Christmas dinner next Saturday for anyone who chooses to come.

Eric Reaves wished everyone happy holidays!

The December MCC board meeting adjourned at 8:55.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton

Secretary

Miller Citizens Corporation 
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