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 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
October 10, 2011
ATTENDANCE (newly-elected board members)


PRESENT:
Arndt, Barnes, Baran, Botsford, Collie, Collins, Cundiff, Daniel, Darby, Eaton, Gholson, Grimes, Hansen, Johnston, Krusas, McCarthy, Millard, Nowacki, Prettyman, Reaves, Roby, Rodriguez, Rogge, Rouse, Smith, Stewart, Weiss, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Bradley-Smith, Walker
ABSENT: 

none
ASSESSMENT ISSUES
The meeting began with a presentation by George Rogge, representing the Property Tax Committee.  Rogge noted that Jim Cooper has been added to the committee.  

Rogge passed out maps of the Miller beach neighborhood, showing proposed neighborhood code areas, where the lakefront properties would have code 2512 at a current rate of $3,531 per front foot; all other properties north of Oak Avenue would have code 2500 at a rate of $1,500 per front foot, and areas south of Oak Avenue would have codes 2513 and 2514 at a rate of $432 per front foot.  This proposal has been discussed with and approved by Lake County Assessor Hank Adams, but it can only take effect for 2012 taxes payable in 2013.  
Rogge noted that the committee is thinking of appealing to the state Department of Local Government Finance for relief in the meantime.

GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2011-2012

As people arrived for the meeting, the membership list was checked to assure that they were paid up members for 2011-2012, before they were given a ballot.  Anyone who was not on the list could pay and qualify as a voter on the spot.
Carmen Collins, as Chairman of the Nominating Committee, introduced the other members of the committee:  Chester Baran, Marion Joseph, Sarah Hensel, and Cullen ben Daniel.  

Collins advised all the MCC members present to be professional and courteous in the course of the election.  
Collins introduced the nominees for the MCC Board of Directors (see attached ballot).  She then discussed the voting procedure, where voters could choose to elect the entire slate of candidates recommended by the Nominating Committee, or they could check off the candidate they did NOT wish to vote for.  Members of the committee then withdrew to count the ballots.  They chose to compile the exact total of votes each candidate received, which took a long time.

After some delay, the regular business meeting continued.

TREASURY
Treasurer Wendy Prettyman presented the MCC financial report for September,  2011, which showed:   




Beginning balance 
08/01/2011
$ 8,649.39

Income




   2,565.06

Expenditures



   1,977.92

Ending balance
08/31/2011
    9,236.53

Income was from memberships and contributes, plus $.06 for interest.  Expenses were for postage, the MCC website, a gift in memory of Jeannie Friel, and miscellaneous expenses.  Tom Eaton moved and Wardella Roby seconded, that the report be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.

MINUTES
Wendy Prettyman pointed out that the dates on the treasurer’s report should be for July and August, rather than June and July.  Prettyman then moved and Joe Winfrey seconded, that the minutes of the September board meeting be accepted as corrected.  The motion passed.  

GENERAL SHARING

Tom Eaton recommended the Chorus Angelorum concert, which was being held at St. Mary of the Lake Church on Friday evening, October 14.  

Eric Reaves reported that the first Pop-up Art event, on September brought out about 400 visitors to Lake Street.  He expressed the hope that we can make Miller the catalyst for reviving the city of Gary.  He went on to note that the Miller Art District is seeking a grant to buy the Old Miller School on Lake Street and they are hoping to obtain the former Miller Drug building as a donation.  In addition, the Regional Development Authority is waiting for a funding request and other proposals are pending.
Sandy Rodriguez reminded the attendees that the next Farmers’ Market will take place this Sunday at the Marquette Park United Methodist Church on Grand Blvd.  There will be a Halloween theme, with a parade for kids.  Donations will be requested to pay for bags.

Russ Cundiff reported that there will be a hazardous waste collection from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm on Saturday.

The Miller Garden Club is presenting its Brats and Bulbs event on Saturday from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

Gary’s Banneker School has won an award as a “blue ribbon” school – one of the best in the country.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF ELECTION RESULTS

Carmen Collins returned and announced that all the candidates for the MCC Board of Directors recommended by the Nominating Committee have been elected.  She provided specific numbers of votes cast for each candidate on the ballot.

The candidates elected were:

Jason Arndt


Elkhart Street

Chester Baran (1-year term)
Maple Avenue

Richard Barnes

Montgomery Street

Nichole-Charlene

Locust Avenue

John Collie


Locust Avenue

Thmas Eaton


Oak Avenue

Marilyn Krusas

Hemlock Avenue

Heather McCarthy

Lake Shore Drive

Pauline Millard

Lakewood Avenue

Eric Reaves


Locust Avenue

Sandy Rodriguez

Jasper Street

Marsha Bradley Smith
Forest Avenue

Louis Stewart


Lake Shore Drive

Roland Walker

Vermillion Street

Rachel Weiss


Morgan Street

Joseph Winfrey

Morgan Street

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

There were contested elections for President and Vice President of the MCC.  For President, the Nominating Committee recommended Eric Reaves, and Doug Grimes was nominated from the floor.  For Vice-president, the recommended candidates were Carol Smith, Russ Cundiff, and Ron Gholson, while Rich Barnes and Nichole-Charlene were nominated from the floor.  Tom Eaton for Secretary and Wendy Prettyman for Treasurer were unopposed.  When the ballots were counted, the votes were:

For President:  Eric Reaves 19, Doug Grimes 8.

For Vice-President:  Carol Smith 23, Russ Cundiff 17, Ron Gholson 14, Rich Barnes 13, and Nichole-Charlene 10.  

Reaves, Smith, Cundiff, and Gholson were elected.  

Doug Grimes moved and the board members agreed that all the elections be made unanimous.
The October General Membership meeting and Board Meeting of the Miller Citizens Corporation came to a close.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton

Secretary, MCC 
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