 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

September 13, 2010
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Barnes, Botsford, Collie, Cundiff, Darby, Eaton, Hansen, Krusas, Massimino, T. Prettyman, W. Prettyman, Pruim, Reaves, Rogge, Roman, Rouse, Smith, Stewart
EXCUSED:
Cundiff, Friel, Grimes, Millard
ABSENT: 
Collins, Gholson, Roby, Rogers, Urban, Winfrey
President Eric Reaves opened the meeting at 7:30 with a moment of silence in honor of our service men and women.   
MINUTES
Ted Prettyman moved and Howard Darby seconded, that the minutes for the August board meeting be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.
TREASURY
Wendy Prettyman presented the treasurer’s report, which showed:


Beginning Balance August 1, 2010      $10,974.03
Deposits/Other Credits:                                   40.07
Disbursements:                                               945.00
Ending Balance August 31, 2010:         $10,069.10
 
Income was from memberships and interest; disbursements were $500.00 for the Post Office; $45.00 for the newsletter; $400.00 for the website. 
MCC COMMITTEES

TAX CAP CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

George Rogge noted that the MCC was the first group to push for property tax caps, and had lobbied strongly for tax cap legislation years ago.  We have now reached the final step in the legislative process, where we have an opportunity to include the tax caps in the state constitution.  

Local realtor Gene Ayers reported that Indiana realtors are supporting the 1-2-3-YES campaign, to urge approval of the tax cap amendment, which has been approved in 2 legislative sessions and is now on the ballot for a popular vote of approval.  So far, polls show that the amendment is strongly favored, but there is still a need to carry on a campaign in favor of the measure.  The realtors have window signs and yard signs to distribute, favoring the tax caps.  He urged the MCC to go on record in favor of the amendment.  

At the request of Rich Barnes, Ayers read the wording of the amendment as it appears on the ballot.  Then, Ted Prettyman moved and Marilyn Krusas seconded, that the MCC go on record in support of the tax cap amendment.  The motion passed.
Eric Reaves reminded the board members that mission statements and current goals for MCC committees are due.  Board members must also sign up for participation in committees, and sign-up sheets are being passed around for this purpose.  

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Julianne Pruim explained that the MCC is sponsoring a masquerade ball, in place of the traditional Valentine’s Day dance, which would normally be scheduled at a time when the Marquette Park Pavilion is closed for renovation.  The dance, which is scheduled for Friday, October 29, is also intended as a fundraising event.  Some items for a silent auction have already been collected.  

Tickets will be available from Pruim or Nichole Botsford, or from several local merchants.  Reaves noted that he expects all the MCC board members to participate in the event.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Rich Barnes spoke about the Work I program, to aid local businesses, and suggested setting up an office in Miller.

Barnes noted that the one-time “Hobby House” owned by Mr. Gantz on Lake Street has been sold and is being converted into a photo print shop and small offices.  He reported that Miller Beach Terrace is being threatened by budget cuts.

There will be a hearing concerning the Gary city budget on Tuesday, September 14, but getting a copy of the proposed budget has been difficult.  Marilyn Krusas interjected that a bound copy of all ordinances is available for inspection at the front desk in city hall.  In response to a query from Carol Smith, Krusas indicated that she could get a copy of the budget for the MCC.

Ted Prettyman would like to see a compilation of all ordinances currently in effect, and Reaves thought this would be available electronically.

Barb Hansen asked whether fines associated with city ordinances were being reviewed, and Krusas answered that they were not.

LAKESHORE COMMITTEE

The Lakeshore Committee met on August 18, with the intention of working on its statement of mission and goals.  The committee is also following the progress of the Marquette Park renovation project, and was expecting to have subcommittees to deal with various aspects of establishing a conservancy to support the operation of the park once the project is complete.  However, the effort to design a conservancy has been taken over by the sub-committee of the Regional Development Authority (RDA), where the representatives of the MCC, the MBA, the Lake County Tourist Bureau, and Councilwoman Krusas have joined forces to assure that a workable conservancy is created.  Lee Botts wanted to know whether there would be an opportunity for public comment once the conservancy was defined, and Reaves thinks there will not.   Botts noted that in most municipalities conservancy organizations are independent of city control, but she indicated that it would be legal for the city to set up a “charity” organization.  

Since the funds for the park renovation project to not include money for operation and maintenance, the RDA is unwilling to release funds for construction until a conservancy organization has been established.  

Robert Leonard wanted a Miller group to attend RDA meetings to lobby on this subject, but Reaves saw this as unnecessary, since the RDA has already stated its demands and it is now up to the subcommittee to put these demands into action.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Seven MCC board members have expressed an interest in joining the Education Committee, but no meeting has been held.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Tom Eaton reported that the annual MCC membership drive is under way.  Reaves is excited about the upcoming option which will allow members to join and pay dues on-line.  He reminded members that he wants their biographic information and pictures to post on the web site.  

OLD BUSINESS

Eric Reaves reported that the zoning variance requested by the New Beginnings church was approved by the Gary City Council, allowing them to proceed with occupying space next to Walgreens on Lake Street.  The variance includes the stipulation that the property will continue to pay taxes, which, incidentally, are currently in arrears.  Robert Leonard interjected that the adjacent Walgreens property currently has an assessed value of zero, and is therefore not being taxed.  Krusas identified this as an assessor problem and expressed confidence that Walgreens would have to pay up.

The parallel request by a church group to purchase the one-time Topps building and convert it into tax-exempt church property has been withdrawn.  
MILER VILLAGE COMPLAINTS

Ted Prettyman raised the issue of lawlessness and disorder at Miller Village, which spills over into the surrounding community.  So far, the MCC has been unable to obtain a count of recent police calls to Miller Village.  After some discussion, Eric Reaves indicated that he would try to meet with the owners and managers of the apartment complex to see what can be done to improve safety for residents and neighbors.  

Resident Barbara Sherman feels public safety problems related to Miller Village have recently increased.  She sees young people wearing gang colors and she hears from police contacts that gangs are operating in the area.  

Ted Prettyman moved and Marilyn Krusas seconded, that the MCC write a letter to schedule a meeting on this subject.  The motion passed.

Rev. Edith Washington, an electrician and preacher, spoke briefly about her ministry in Miller, which is using the Mosley Motel as a meeting place.   She is promoting a project “United we stand”, to organize a three-day community cleanup project starting the day of the MCC Masquerade Ball.  Volunteers are needed, who will be free to define their own area to clean up.
GENERAL SHARING

Julianne Pruim reminded the board that she has dance tickets for sale.

Robert Leonard noted that several of the people in attendance tonight are, like him, electricians, and he suggested they volunteer to fix the fan and ceiling lights in our meeting room at the Marquette Park United Methodist Church.  

Nichole Botsford indicated that the theme of next Sunday’s farmers’ market is “flea for all”.  The twice-monthly markets will continue on October 3 and 17.

Jim Nowacki reported that the Statue of Liberty in downtown Gary is off its pedestal and money is needed to repair it.

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton, Secretary

Miller Citizens Corporation
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