 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

July 12, 2010
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Barnes, Botsford, Collie, Collins, Cundiff, Darby, Eaton, Gholson, Grimes, Millard, T. Prettyman, W. Prettyman, Reaves, Roby, Roman, Rouse, Smith, Stewart, Urban, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Botts, Friel, Massimino, Hansen
ABSENT: 

Brilmyer, Krusas, Pruim, Rogers, Rogge
President Doug Grimes opened the meeting with a moment of silence in honor of American troops fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.   
PRESENTATION

Eric Spruth talked about his operation “Sacred Transformations”, which involves modifying unsightly scars and tattoos as a tax-exempt business.  Spruth is considering the purchase of commercial space on Lake Street, which aroused opposition because it was feared the property would be taken off the tax rolls.  He assured the MCC that whatever property he purchased would continue to pay real estate taxes.   
MINUTES
Wendy Prettyman pointed out errors in the information concerning the treasurer’s report for June, which needed to be corrected.  It was also pointed out that the fiscal year for MCC memberships would begin on October 1.  Eric Reaves moved and Wendy Prettyman seconded, that the minutes of the June board meeting be accepted as corrected.  The motion passed.  
TREASURY
Wendy Prettyman presented the treasurer’s report, which showed:

Beginning Balance June 1, 2010:            $  11,033.27
Deposits/Other Credits


  180.07

Disbursements:                                                 239.38  

Ending Balance June 30, 2010:                $ 10,973.96
Income was from dues and interest ($.07); expenditures were for the newsletter and committee expenses.  Ted Prettyman moved and Joe Winfrey seconded, that the report be accepted as presented.   The motion passed.

 COMMITTEE REPORTS.  
SHORELINE COMMITTEE

Carol Smith noted that the next meeting of the Shoreline Committee would be on Thursday, July 15 at 6:00 pm at the Woodson Library on Lake Street.  The committee will consider options for a Marquette Park conservancy, and might make a recommendation on the subject.  So far, no one has come up with a specific proposal, so ideas are welcome from everyone.  The Aquatorium Society has been invited to expand its scope to include the entire park, but its leaders are reluctant to take on the broader role.  
Currently the park renovation is beginning, and some funds for infrastructure work have been released.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Beth Urban is retiring as chairman, and incoming chairman Julianne Pruim is absent, so there is no one to provide an update on plans for a winter social activity.  

MCC PRESIDENT

Doug Grimes as accepted the Republican nomination for Lake County Prosecutor, so he is taking leave as MCC president, although he will remain as a member of the board.  Grimes announced that the executive committee has recommended Eric Reaves to replace him for the remainder of the current term.  Louis Stewart moved and Joe Winfrey seconded, that the MCC accept the advice of the executive committee and elect Eric Reaves as president.  The motion passed.

GARBAGE COLLECTION FEE

Doug Grimes explained that the MCC has submitted a Request for Summary Judgment, requiring Judge Webber to decide whether or not the garbage collection fee was properly enacted by the Gary Common Council.  The MCC condends that the video tape of the council meeting and the minutes of the meeting, which are the official record, both show that the council never voted to approve the enabling ordinance.  
Tom Eaton noted that there is no direct connection between the garbage collection fee and the garbage collection contract with Allied Waste.

COMMITTEE RESTRUCTURING

In response to proposals discussed at the Board Retreat in May, MCC committees are being realigned.  Ten committees are being proposed, with a member of the executive committee (president, three vice-presidents, secretary and treasurer) exercising oversight over one or two committees.  The  projected committees include:


Events, including the annual MCC dance


Budget/Finance, including committee budgets and fundraising


Government/Legislation, including code enforcement and public safety


Economic development, including the annual MCC cleanup


Shoreline, including the Marquette Park renovation and routine beach maintenance


Education


Membership, including nomination of board members and officers


Public relations/Marketing, including fundraising and the MCC website


Executive

CHURCH LOCATING NEXT TO WALGREENS
Tom Eaton reported that the former location of the Miller Beach Home Improvement Center, on Lake Street south of Walgreens, is being renovated for use as a church.  The people involved claim that the church congregation is only renting the space from the owner, who will continue to pay taxes on the property.  However, the MCC is concerned that this arrangement could be changed so that the church owned the property would be owned by the church and would not be liable for taxes.  There was also concern that a church would be a negative presence in relation to other commercial businesses. Ron Gholson argued that the MCC tolerates other undesirable businesses and thought we should not discriminate against a church.  Eric Reaves noted that there are other drawbacks to having a church in that location, including the failure to collect sales taxes.   He also emphasized the need to keep Walgreen’s happy.  Russ Cundiff noted that we should also be concerned about a church negotiating for the purchase of the nearby Firestone Tire property, which would definitely not pay property taxes if it became a church.
In the end, Ted Prettyman moved and Eric Reaves seconded, that the MCC accept the recommendation of the Executive Committee and oppose the variance for operating a church at the Miller Beach Home Improvement location.  The motion passed.

MICHAEL JACKSON MUSEUM ISSUE
Doug Grimes inquired whether the MCC should take a stand on the proposed Michael Jackson Museum.  
Ted Prettyman noted that engineers have already spoken against development in the proposed location, and the people who are promoting the project do not have the approval of the Michael Jackson estate.  Lee Botts judged that the project will not happen, regardless of what the MCC recommends, and we should keep focused on local Miller issues.

GENERAL SHARING

Jim Nowacki reported that the Miller Historical Society has installed a new flagpole at the former Miller Town Hall.
Eric Reaves thanked the board for their support in electing him president.

Wendy Prettyman announced that office space is available in her office suite.

The July 2010 meeting of the MCC Board of Directors adjourned at 9:08.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton, Secretary 
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