 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – WITH CORRECTIONS
May 9, 2011
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Botsford, Collie, Collins, Daniel, Darby, Eaton, Hansen, Krusas, Millard, Nowacki, Reaves, Roby, Rodriguez, Roman, Rouse, Smith, Stewart, Walker, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Barnes, Cundiff, Friel, Grimes, Johnston, Prettyman, Pruim, Rogers, Rogge
ABSENT: 
Gholson, Massimino
MINUTES
Barb Hansen moved and Joe Winfrey seconded, that the minutes of the April board meeting be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.  
TREASURY
Treasurer Wendy Prettyman was excused, so there was no treasurer’s report.
The meeting began with a moment of silence in honor of US troops in Afghanistan and Iraq.    

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Eric Reaves reviewed the status of the Marquette Park renovation project, noting that ground has been broken and all required permits have been issued to start the work.  There will be a public meeting later in May to discuss the configuration of the road through the park.  A subcommittee is still working to define a park conservancy, which, in the end, may have a different title.
The MCC board retreat is scheduled for Saturday, May 14 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Non board-members will also be welcome.

A return of the MCC Valentine’s Day Dance is being considered for February, 2012, if the renovation of the pavilion is completed by then.  Meanwhile, there may be a big tent in the park to support summer activities.

COMMITTEES

ANNUAL CLEANUP

Carol Smith reported that 33 people helped out with the cleanup.  Some people who would have helped didn’t know in advance that the cleanup was scheduled.  A group from the Lutheran Church, along with Jim Nowacki, cleaned up in the area of the South Shore station.  People from St. Barnabas cleaned up in the area of their church, and George Rogge picked up the bags of trash.  

Smith reported that she has picked an area around a trash can in the park which she stops and cleans up whenever she is passing by.  She noted that Carlos Mateo routinely cleans up along County Line Road, and she suggested that other residents pick similar areas to take care of.

Smith noted that the truck which the city promised to provide to pick up the bags of rubbish did not arrive, but the bags were picked up later.

Reaves noted that Karen Freeman-Wilson wants to have a plan for cleanups.  Roland Walker indicated that he is still following through with the sheriff’s department to get help for neighborhood cleanups from people sentenced to public service. 

Nichole Botsford is looking for workers for the Membership Committee.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION – AIRSHOW
Speros Batistatos, director of the Lake County Visitor’s Bureau, spoke about the upcoming Gary Air Show, which his organization has been running for the past four years.  This year, the show will take place on the Miller lakefront from Friday through Sunday, July 15 to 17.  Batistatos offered thanks to all the local residents who attend and to their guests.
The budget for the airshow is about $400,000, and 60% of this money comes from private sponsors.  If the MCC doesn’t have the funds to contribute, individual members can.  Batistatos emphasized that this is a safe family event, and there have been no arrests during the show in the past four years.

Highlight of this year’s show will be an appearance of the F-22 Rafter, which is only on view at 20 shows around the country.

This year, there will be no remote parking along Rt. 20 and no shuttle buses from remote locations, except, perhaps, from the National Lakeshore.  People will be urged to park (and pay) at Marquette Park itself.  Roland Walker suggested that there should be a central number to call, during the airshow, for questions about parking and other issues.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Barb Hansen reported that the MCC can’t publish crime statistics or arrest records, but the GPD is working on a presentation about these subjects.  

Break-ins and people peeping into houses have been noted on Juniper Avenue.  People who see anything suspicious in that area should call the police emergency number.  Recent burglaries have also occurred in the 5900 block of Hemlock and the 200 block of North Hamilton Street.  Other incidents have not been reported to the COP office or to the GPD.
So far, the COP mailing concerning the formation of neighborhood watch groups has elicited no response.  Hansen urged members to join the neighborhood watch movement.  She noted that postcards will be sent out city-wide by the COP program.

Marilyn Krusas commended the residents of Ash Avenue and Ash Place for being well organized and calling for calling police about any suspicious activity.  The result has been minimal criminal activity.  Krusas still wants the MCC and the Glen Ryan Neighbors to jointly sponsor a community meeting with Sheriff Buncich dealing with identity theft and other security issues.  Reaves offered to follow up on this subject.

Hansen noted that we are organizing neighborhood groups in the Glen Ryan area.  We have one new COP volunteer from the Emerson area.

SHORELINE COMMITTEE

Carol Smith reported that the people responsible for planning the Marquette Park renovation project had made a presentation at the April committee meeting.  Sgt. Brazelton, head of the beach patrol unit, had also appeared.  The next committee meeting will be on Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 pm at St. Barnabas Church.  
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Nichole Botsford emphasized the need to add more MCC members.  She passed around a sign-up sheet for committee members to aid in this project.  She suggested that board members contribute to the membership effort by contacting their neighbors.  Pauline Millard noted that we failed to follow through with our plans from last year, especially sending out membership acknowledgments.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Botsford noted that performers from Wirt/Emerson will present Footloose on May 12 and 13.  Plans are being formulated but have not been finalized, to move the Bannecker middle school students from the former Kennedy-King school building to the Wirt/Emerson building.

Jason again brought up the proposal to seek grants for building sidewalks leading to local schools.  He needs letters of support and cost estimates for the project.

Diane Rouse reported that the school service center might move to the former Pulaski school building, which offers more space in a better building.  She also noted that a bank for students has been opened at Lew Wallace High School.
Botsford reported that the newest school in town is the Gary Middle College, with night classes, offering complete high school diplomas.  Also in the backgroiund, Ivy Tech and IUN are collaborating on construction of a new building they can share.

GENERAL SHARING

John Collie wondered if we couldn’t remove the remnants of the old “welcome to Miller” sign on Old Hobart Road.

Eric Reaves remarked that the Beach Café will be reopening and the Lake Street Gallery is staying.  Reaves and others are working on formation of a Miller Beach arts district covering Lake Street and beyond.

Pauline Millard noted that Café 444 is serving jerk chicken dishes several days a week.

Collin Ben Daniel urged support for local businesses.  He suggested visiting and spending at the Lake Street Gallery  this week.  He also recommended the second-floor Beach Boutique.
Carol Smith noted that Neighborhood.Inc, an organization out of Hammond, has money available to set up benches in public places but on private property, where neighbors can gather and socialize.  Each installation would consist of a 5’ by 7’ concrete slab with a bench.
The Heartland Blood Center will conduct a blood drive on May 11 at Marquette School, during school hours.  For information call 881-3610.

The board voted to send a letter of thanks for Pastor Tracy Leslie, who is leaving Miller for a new assignment in Indianapolis.  Pastor Tracy has been active in community affairs and has been a generous host for the MCC board meetings.

Robert Leonard indicated that the Miller Improvement Group has been disposing of numerous used tires, and will do more if they are notified via Facebook.

Jim Nowacki reported that there will be a cleanup in the Black Oak area on May 21, and volunteers are needed.

Cullen Ben Daniel thanked the members 100th Anniversary Party for the Miller Town Hall. 

Carol Smith reminded the board that the Miller Beach Farmers’ Market will be starting up on June 5, and will be in operation on the first and third Sundays of each month through October.  The third Sunday of each month there will be a flea market.
Barb Hansen moved and Joe Winfrey seconded that the MCC board meeting adjourn at 9:07.  The motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton

Secretary

Miller Citizens Corp. 
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