 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

April 11, 2011
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Botsford, Collie, Collins, Cundiff, Daniel, Darby, Eaton, Gholson, Grimes, Hansen, Johnston, Krusas, Millard, Nowacki, Reaves, Roby, Roman, Rouse, Smith, Walker
EXCUSED:
Barnes, Friel, Prettyman, Rogge, Stewart
ABSENT: 
Massimino, Pruim, Rodriguez, Rogers, Winfrey
MINUTES
Doug Grimes moved and Barb Hansen seconded, that the minutes of the March board meeting be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.  
TREASURY
Treasurer Wendy Prettyman was tied up with filing tax returns, so there was no treasurer’s report.
The meeting began with a moment of silence in honor of US troops in Afghanistan and Iraq and  Japanese earthquake victims.  

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Eric Reaves began by describing his management style as straightforward and direct.

Commenting on the March 19 forum for mayoral candidates, at which Reaves was the Master of Ceremonies, he credited the members of The Coalition with working hard and sponsoring an event which was well-attended.  Most of the questions which were posed to the candidates came from the list submitted by the MCC.

Reaves noted that the Marquette Park renovation project is generally behind in execution.  The project advisory board  is meeting next week.  The sub-committee which is charged with defining and establishing a park conservancy organization was involved in conflict with the City of Gary representatives, which the RDA chairman stepped in to resolve.  The RDA board members have been impressed by the continuing involvement of Miller residents in the progress of the park project.  Thanks to Councilwoman Krusas, Reaves has the (voluminous) physical plans for the pavilion, the oak savannah, and the Fr. Marquette monument, which he can make available to anyone who asks.  Krusas noted that the Hitchcock design representatives were at the last Board of Works meeting to finalize contracts for the above segments.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Officer Shane Bolde and Officer Lilly, who are associated with the COP office on Lake Street, spoke in support of the neighborhood watch program.  Bolde noted that the crime rate increases with the coming of warmer weather, but crime can be controlled if neighbors organize in neighborhood watch groups, which bring residents together block by block, so that they know each other and look out for each other.  Packets are available at the COP office, which show how to set up a block group.
As an aside, Bolde encouraged people to use the COP number – 938-0281 -- to report continuing problems related to crime and code enforcement.  He emphasized that people should dial 911 for situations requiring emergency response.
Robert Leonard recommented APX alarms.

Nichole Botsford questioned whether arrest records could be publicized, and Carmen Collins suggested that crime statistics be included in the Miller Message.

Councilwoman Krusas noted that Sheriff Buncich wants to make a presentation concerning his anti-crime efforts.  He is working to set up a meeting with the Glen Ryan Neighbors, and Krusas suggested that the MCC get in touch with the Glen Ryan people to set up a common meeting.  Roland Walker agreed to help in this effort.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Reaves noted that the committees, in general, need more participation.

EVENTS COMMITTEE

We are trying to set up a “49th Anniversary Picnic”, perhaps in partnership with an environmental group.

Looking further ahead, it looks as though the renovation of the Pavilion may not be completed in time for an MCC dance in February 2012.

MCC/MBA CLEANUP

The annual MCC community cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, May 7, with groups starting out from 7:00 to 9:00 am.  The Miller Business Association (MBA) and the Miller Improvement Group are expected to cooperate in the effort.  The MCC will have equipment and supplies for the cleanup.

SHORELINE COMMITTEE

The Shoreline Committee will meet at the Woodson Library on Thursday, April 21 at 6:00 pm.  The committee is hoping for a large turnout for a presentation by Chris Myers concerning the park renovation plans and comments by Officer Brazelton concerning summer law enforcement on the beach.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Nichole Botsford reported that the committee is working on the grant application which would provide funds for constructing sidewalks so students could walk to school safely.  Botsford moved and Jim Nowacki seconded, that the MCC write a letter of support for the project.  The motion passed.

Botsford noted that the legislature has passed a bill which encourages the expansion of charter schools.  The Gary Community Schools continue to discuss additional possibilities for school consolidations, including moving Banneker School in with Wirt/Emerson.  The Building and Grounds Committee will be discussing these subjects at their meeting on April 12 at 5:00 pm at the School Service Center.
Carol Smith thinks the state may forbid the separation of elementary schools and high schools.

GENERAL SHARING
Don’t forget the MCC Board Members’ Retreat, Saturday May 14 from 10:00 to 4:00 at the Douglas Center on Lake Street.

Wendy Prettyman is getting the finance committee established.

Letters which Eric Reaves sends out as MCC President are on display at the MCC website.

The Distressed Unit Appeal Board (DUAB) will be meeting on Wednesday, April 13, to determine their response to Gary’s request for additional property tax income.
Robert Leonard wants all candidates for office to follow the rules which forbid posting political signs on public property.

Marilyn Krusas noted that repaving County Line Road, which was supposed to start today, has been postponed until Thursday or Friday.  The city will be laying three inches of asphalt on the road.

Eric Reaves reported that the RDA has appropriated $1.5 million for planning and grant applications for Transportation-Oriented Development at Lake Street and Broadway in Gary.  A group is also meeting (Saturday, April 16 at 2:00 at the South Shore Dance studio) to discuss the development of a Lake Street arts district.  In addition, George Rogge is arranging tours of Miller Beach for prospective home-buyers from Chicago.

Cullen Daniel noted that making Lake Street viable as a commercial district should involve renovating the surrounding residences.  For this purpose, the Miller Historical Society would like to establish a Historic District.   Along the same lines, the Historical Society is holding a party at 1:00 pm on Saturday, April 30, to commemorate the centennial of the former Miller Town Hall.

Russ Cundiff expressed appreciation for the flowers which the MCC sent on the death of his sister.  Cundiff also expressed dismay that the bowling alley between Rtes 12 and 20 is vacant and for sale. 
Roland Walker introduced Dr. Caine, who is thinking about establishing his dental practice in Miller.

Jim Nowacki announced, with some skepticism, that the Gary Sanitary District is looking for funds to conduct a study of Long Lake.

Howard Darby reminded board members that the Knights of Columbus are still looking for members in our area.

Robert Leonard reported that the Safety Fair is scheduled for May 14.  

The May meeting of the MCC board of directors adjourned at 9:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas D. Eaton, Secretary

Miller Citizens Corporation 
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