 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

March 14, 2011
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Barnes, Botsford, Collie, Collins, Darby, Eaton, Gholson, Grimes, Hansen, Krusas, Millard, Nowacki, Prettyman, Pruim, Reaves, Roby, Rodriguez, Roman, Rouse, Smith, Stewart, Walker, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Cundiff, Friel, Johnston, Rogge
ABSENT: 
Daniel, Massimino, Rogers
MINUTES
Joe Winfrey moved and Marilyn Krusas seconded, that the minutes of the February board meeting be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.  
TREASURY
Wendy Prettyman presented the treasurer’s report, which showed:  
Beginning Balance January 1, 2011: 
     $ 11,766.56
Deposits/Other Credits:                                                .07
Disbursements:                                                          70.00
Ending Balance January31, 2011  :                $  11,696.63
Expenses were for the safe deposit box.  Doug Grimes moved and Roland Walker seconded, that the report be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION – BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

At the invitation  of Roland Walker, Suzette Raggs and B&G Club board member Dixon described plans for relocating and enlarging the John Will Anderson Boys and Girls Club. The club is presently located on Fifth Avenue across from the library, and it will be moving to the former Tolleston School, which has been acquired from the Gary Community Schools for one dollar.  The club, with more than 1,500 members, will be the anchor tenant at the new location, which will also have space for other not-for-profit activities.  Total cost of renovating the new structure will be $4.3 million, of which $2.5 million will be provided by the Boys and Girls Club, including money from the national club, from the Anderson Foundation, and from local fundraising efforts.
Responses to questions from the floor revealed that the NW Indiana Boys and Girls Clubs will be the owners of the new complex and other tenants will lease space from them.  The building will include a “cafetorium” seating 2,000 people, which will be suitable for large community events.  The Gary Community Schools may provide health services at this location.
MCC COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Mayoral Candidates Forum.  Eric Reaves described the plans for the upcoming forum of Gary mayoral candidates, to be held on March 19.  The MCC is participating as a member of  “The Coalition” of community organizations.  All ten candidates for mayor have agreed to attend, and they have been asked to answer five questions in writing prior to the event.  At the forum, each candidate will have three minutes to comment on each of five major issues, and members of the audience will then have an opportunity to pose additional questions for specific candidates.  
Marquette Park Conservancy

Eric Reaves reported on recent developments.  The City’s main participant, Chris Myers, has quit the conservancy sub-committee then returned.  Actual construction at the Aquatorium will not begin until September, due to the complicated approval process.  Work on the pavilion may proceed faster, since the Hitchcock people who are overseeing that part of the project were aware of the approval process from the start.  

Robert Leonard argued that work on the Oak Savannah should not be done between April and October.  

MCC Board retreat

Reaves indicated that we have tentatively scheduled the board retreat for Saturday, May 14, at the Douglas Center on Lake Street.  He is looking for a keynote speaker, to discuss how to attract volunteers.
Miscellaneous

MCC committees need members, mission statements, and goals.  

One project Reaves would like to see is tearing down the former Tittles building on Rt. 20.

Councilwoman Krusas reported that repaving County Line Road is on the backlog for street repairs, but she doesn’t know when it will be done.  

Krusas reported that the “gentlemen’s club” Honey’s has moved to the former bank building at 8120 Dunes Highway, without permits.  They were shut down temporarily, but they are now open to obtain licenses and pay fines.  Elsewhere, work at 7600 Dunes Highway has been suspended for lack of permits.
The Miller Improvement Group has written a letter of complaint to the state government, charging two members of the Distressed Unit Appeal Board – Giaquinta and Ruschenberger -- with conflicts of interest.   Rich Barnes noted that he has talked with Attorney General Zoller, who argued that we need people on boards who are familiar with the subjects involved.  Zoller suggested that we write to the state Inspector General.  After some discussion, it was decided that the MCC should write its own letter to state officials.  Barnes moved and Grimes seconded, 

THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE MCC WRITE A LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, URGING THAT GIAQUINTA AND RUSCHENBERGER BE REMOVED FROM THE DUAB BECAUSE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.

The motion passed.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Rich Barnes noted that the committee needs active members.  Although various board members have expressed an interest in this committee, when meetings were scheduled only he and committee chairman Sandy Rodriguez have attended.
Barnes noted that he has looked at data from the US Census bureau, which show that both white residents and black residents have contributed to the exodus of people from Gary.

Barnes is looking into the possibility of getting a job training grant from the Mott Foundation.

Barb Hansen warned that more people will be out and about as the weather warms up.  She urged that we call the Gary PD concerning any suspicious activity we observe.

Robert Leonard noted that all the houses on Lake Street from the National Lakeshore north to Birch Avenue are vacant.  

SHORELINE COMMITTEE

Carol Smith announced that the next committee meeting will be on Thursday, March 17 at 6:00 pm at the meeting room of St. Barnabas Church.  The committee plans to meet there (for free), with meetings at the library when we are expecting more public participation.  City planner Chris Myers will be making a presentation at the April committee meeting.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Doretha Rouse reported that committee issues originate with state programs, including collective bargaining, student testing, and charter schools.  She wondered why Gary students are tested more than others, and suggested that excessive testing minimizes the value of the tests.  Materials are available if anyone wants to see the types of tests which are being administered.
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING

Reaves is promoting “rebranding” the MCC for the next 40 years, and has presented proposals for a new letterhead and logo.  The subject generated extended discussion, both for and against the proposals, but the issue was eventually tabled until later.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE URBAN LEAGUE

The board reviewed our decision, at the February meeting, for the MCC as an organization to become a member of the Urban League.  Although there was extensive discussion, no motion was made to reconsider the previous vote.

GENERAL SHARING

Robert Leonard reported that he has lodged a formal complaint against political campaign signs on public property.

Sandy Rodriguez announced that the recent seminar on Urban Farming attracted more than 50 participants.

The March 2011 board meeting of the Miller Citizens Corporation adjourned at 9:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton, Secretary

Miller Citizens Corp. 
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