MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

March 8, 2010
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Barnes, Botts, Bottsford, Brilmyer, Collie, Darby, Eaton, Friel, Grimes, Hansen, T. Prettyman, Reaves, Smith, Urban, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Collins, Cundiff, W. Prettyman , Roby, Rogers, Rogge, Roman, Rouse, Stewart
ABSENT: 
Borders, Gholson, Krusas, Massimino, Millard, Pruim 
President Doug Grimes opened the meeting with a moment of silence in honor of American troops fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.   
MINUTES
Ted Prettyman moved and Carol Smith seconded, that the minutes of the February  board meeting be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.  
TREASURY
Tom Eaton presented the treasurer’s report, prepared by Wendy Prettyman:

Beginning Balance January 1, 2010:            $12,752.04
Deposits/Other Credits:                                    7,630.07
Disbursements:                                               - 8,614.48
Ending Balance January 31, 2010:              $ 11,767.53
Deposits were: Dance tickets sales $7,580.00, memberships $50; and interest $.07.  Disbursements were:  Dance expenses $8,614.48, Safety Box rental $70 and newsletter $90.  Ted Prettyman moved and Carol Smith seconded, that the report be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.
 COMMITTEE REPORTS.  
SHORELINE COMMITTEE

Lee Botts encouraged board members to attend the Open House on Saturday, March 13, to view preliminary plans for the Marquette Park restoration project.  She also noted that the Shoreline Committee was investigating the concept of establishing a Marquette Park Conservancy to fund and operate the facility after its renovation was completed.  

The next meeting of the Shoreline Committee will be Thursday, March 18 at 6:00, with Erma Tranter, CEO of Friends of the Parks in Chicago, as guest speaker.  Botts encouraged everyone to come.  She noted that Gary authorities were proposing a “conservancy” with board members appointed by the Mayor, which would be a self-defeating approach.

DUAB COMMITTEE

Rich Barnes had written a letter to the Distressed Unit Appeal Board (DUAB) opposing additional relief for Gary and requesting more information from the DUAB.  He included information on the Gary tax levy compared with the total income of Gary residents.  The DUAB responded that they were not yet ready to make a report, since they need more information which  the city had just provided.
Barnes indicated that he had conflicting information on what property sales were included in the trending process.  He determined that properties sold at sheriff’s sale were not included in the process, which made the average sale price artificially high.

In the end, the only recourse for a property owner who thinks his assessment is incorrect is to appeal, which begins a process which can take years to conclude.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Barb Hansen has attended a meeting of the NAACP Public Safety Committee, and intends to participate in future meetings to help organize neighborhood watch groups throughout the city.  She is also planning monthly meetings of the Public Safety Committee and COP volunteers, beginning with a meeting on Saturday, March 13 which Commander Pete Sormaz will attend.  

Hansen expressed enthusiasm for the city-wide COP effort.  Sgt. Newman, who supervises the COP officers, has been spending time at the Miller COP office, and the three officers assigned to this area have also been stopping in regularly to check up on complaints.  They will also be checking up on vehicle registrations and towing illegal cars.  Sgt. Newman has posted a map of recent burglaries at the COP office.

New programs pending include “Operation Identification”, to mark property with invisible ink, to aid identification if items are stolen and recovered; and “Business watch”, a neighborhood watch program for businesses.

Hansen challenged the MCC board members to start neighborhood watch groups in their own neighborhoods.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Beth Urban reported that the February MCC dance showed a profit of $25, aided by a late surge of ticket purchases by MCC board members.  

UPDATES ON OLD BUSINESS

Doug Grimes noted that the Sanitary District is pressing people to pay the controversial garbage collection fee, but the IURC has undercut their threats by restating its prohibition against shutting off people’s water for failure to pay the fee.  The Sanitary District has acquiesced.  Meanwhile, we are still waiting for Judge Webber to rule on whether the fee ordinance was properly enacted.

Grimes observed that the Gary Common Council had tabled an ordinance to approve the issue of $7.5 million in bonds to Gateway Partners, for their proposed railroad station and commercial development at the end of I-65.  The council lacked the necessary votes to pass the ordinance, but it is likely to be back on the agenda soon.  Meanwhile, the MCC has written to all the council members, stating our position in opposition to closing the Miller South Shore station.
Finally, Grimes noted that Lake County is considering the consolidation of all its courts in Crown Point, closing the satellite courts in Gary, East Chicago, and Hammond.  He invites MCC board members to consider whether we should take a stand on this subject.

Eric Reaves has been appointed to organize the proposed retreat of MCC board members, to discuss the long-range objectives and organization of the MCC.

Carol Smith has been appointed to set up the Nominating Committee, in compliance with the newly-enacted by-laws, which call for a continuing committee with membership which changes each year.  
Future issues include organizing the MCC spring cleanup; the MCC role in the upcoming election; and recruiting MCC memberships. 

GUEST SPEAKER – NATALIE AMONDS

Natalie Amonds, representing the Unity Diaspora Coalition of Gary, discussed the need to have every resident counted in the current US Census of Population.   The census results will be the basis for apportioning representatives in local, state and federal legislatures, and will also determine the distribution of government funds.

GENERAL SHARING

Jim Nowacki urged the board members to make small contributions to the statue of liberty restoration fund, for which the city has set up an account.  He predicted that the Dudley painting he has been tracking down will be returned to Gary, which raises the question of where to display it.  Nowacki also reported that the Community Development Block Grant Program has been amended to make money available for street repairs anywhere in the city.

Carol Smith noted that she is excited to be an MCC board member.

The March meeting of the MCC board of directors adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas D. Eaton

Secretary, MCC 
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