 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

February 14, 2011
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Barnes, Botsford, Collie, Collins, Daniel, Darby, Eaton, Gholson, Grimes, Hansen, Johnston, Krusas, Millard, Nowacki, Reaves, Roby, Roman, Rouse, Stewart, Walker, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Cundiff, Friel, Prettyman, Pruim, Rodriguez, Rogers, Rogge, Smith
ABSENT: 
Massimino, 
MINUTES
The minutes were corrected to show that Jim Nowacki was absent and not present.  Pauline Millard moved and Howard Darby seconded, that the minutes for the January  MCC board meeting be accepted as corrected.  The motion passed.  
TREASURY
Eric Reaves presented the treasurer’s report which had been forwarded by Wendy Prettyman.  It showed:  
Beginning Balance January 1, 2011: 
    $ 12,071.26
Deposits/Other Credits:                             
                    .07
Disbursements:                                                          304.77
Ending Balance January31, 2011  :               $  11,766.56
Expenses were for the post office, the MCC newsletter, and the Shoreline Committee.  Tom Eaton moved and Carmen Collins seconded, that the report be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.
MCC COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Mayoral Candidates Forum.  Eric Reaves explained that he has been working with “The Coalition”, a group of civic and religious leaders who have come together for the specific purpose of sponsoring a forum for mayoral candidates in the upcoming primary election.  Reaves requests permission to join The Coalition, and to contribute up to $500 toward expenses for the event.  In response to a question from Jim Nowacki, he noted that other groups would also be contributing money for the event.   They are attempting to recruit a high-profile moderator, and are planning to publicize the event.  They are also trying to arrange for television exposure.  Reaves, Carmen Collins, and Nichole Botsford would represent the MCC in discussions with The Coalition.  Ed Johnston moved and Sergeant Stewart seconded:
THAT THE MCC JOIN “THE COALITION” TO PRESENT A FORUM OF MAYORAL CANDIDATES PRIOR TO THE PRIMARY ELECTION OF 2011 AND CONTRIBUTE UP TO $500 TO MEET EXPENSES FOR THE EVENT.

The motion passed.

Reaves would like the MCC, as an organization, to join the Urban League, at a cost of $200.  Ed Johnston moved and Jim Nowacki seconded, that the MCC join the Urban League.  The motion passed.

Marc Morial, the President and CEO of the National Urban League, will be the guest speaker at the meeting of the Urban League of Northwest Indiana, on Friday, February 25.  After some discussion, Ed Johnston moved and Jim Nowacki seconded:
THAT THE MCC OFFICIALLY ENCOURAGE TEN OF ITS MEMBERS TO ATTEND THE URBAN LEAGUE LUNCHEON, WITH EACH ATTENDEE BUYING HIS OWN TICKET FOR $25.  

The motion passed.

Garbage Collection Fee.  Attorneys and plaintiffs involved in the lawsuit challenging the legitimacy of Gary’s garbage collection fee will meet on February 16 to discuss the current status of the suit.  Eric Reaves questioned whether the MCC, as an organization, should continue to be associated with the suit, especially if the involvement included raising money.  Reaves reported that he has polled the members of the Gary Common Council, who all affirmed that they would vote to approve the fee if the issue were to come before the Council again.  

Doug Grimes summarized the current status of the suit and urged the MCC members not to be quitters, but to continue supporting the effort.  He noted that the attorneys have filed a “motion to correct” the judge’s opinion on the legality of the fee, based on a certified transcript of the council proceedings, and they could take the case to the court of appeals if the judge does not reverse himself.  Grimes noted that the MCC has no commitment to pay the costs of the legal action.  

Roland Walker spoke for the faction which feels it is time to stop this particular suit, seeing little to gain by continuing.  
In the end, Doug Grimes moved to table the issue, and the motion passed.

Marquette Park Conservancy.  Reaves reported that meetings with contractors are being held concerning the renovation of the pavilion and of the landscaping around Fr. Marquette’s statue.  The contracts are being designed to facilitate hiring smaller Gary firms, along with minority workers, women, and Gary residents to do the work.  Robert Leonard launched a general critique of the park renovation plans, which he described as “catastrophic”.  Reaves ruled that the MCC board meeting was not the proper place to rehash the entire Marquette Park plan.
MCC Board Retreat.  Reaves wants to hold a “retreat” for MCC board members, similar to last year’s event, and asked members to reserve the dates of April 23 and April 30 for this purpose.

Snowstorm.  Reaves reported receiving many calls concerning snow removal during the recent blizzard.  He passed on the citizens’ complaints to City Council members.  There were (unanswered) questions about the source of funds to pay outside contractors who removed snow.  
Post Office.  Poor mail delivery during the storm and its aftermath also garnered numerous complaints.  The local post office admitted that some mail carriers failed to show up for work during this period and they were not replaced – mail on their routes was simply not delivered.  In addition, Roland Walker noted that the post office lied about not delivering mail because carriers could not reach the mailboxes, even though they were easily accessible.  Reaves expressed his intention to write to the Post Office management and to Congressman Visclosky concerning poor mail delivery performance, and the board members agreed.
Special Events.  Reaves noted that the MCC is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, and we are planning special events, including a picnic in summer, to commemorate the occasion.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Senate Bill 105.  As a matter of information, Rich Barnes reported that SB105 is very likely to be approved by the Indiana legislature.  It provides that local government units which are unable to meet their financial obligations can declare themselves to be “distressed” or can be designated as “distressed” by the reconstituted Distressed Unit Appeal Board.  This would cause an outside manager to be appointed, who would take over responsibility for the unit’s financial affairs.  Many Gary residents oppose having their local government stripped of its basic powers, and Barnes pointed out that the way to prevent this from happening is for the current leaders to get the financial situation under control on their own.  Barnes urged MCC members to keep an eye on this issue.  Doug Grimes pointed out that SB105 gives priority to bond payments over all other expenditures for money distributed by the state government.  Ron Gholson wanted the MCC to take a stand in opposition to SB105.   In contrast, Nat McKnight observed that appointment of an outside financial manager was much preferable to declaring bankruptcy, where the court would place the unit in receivership and its ability to borrow money would be compromised for years in the future.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Doretha Rouse reported that the former Tolleston school has been purchased by the Boys and Girls Clubs.  Rouse also handed out schedules of school board meetings, encouraging board members to participate.  
PUBLIC RELATIONS

The committee is working on a banner and a new corporate logo to commemorate the MCC’s 40th anniversary.

GENERAL SHARING

Eric Reaves indicated that the Woodson Library has increased the fee for use of its meeting room from $5 to $15.  He suggested that the MCC should continue to hold Lakeshore Committee meetings there, to encourage participation.  Doug Grimes suggested that the finance committee should include this item in the MCC budget, and Reaves agreed to discuss the matter with Treasurer Wendy Prettyman.

Jim Nowacki pointed out conflicts of interest by two members of the Distressed Unit Appeal Board, which heard Gary’s plea for tax relief.  One member is an attorney for the parent organization of Allied Waste, which has been hired to collect garbage in Gary, and another member is working for a firm which auctions tax-delinquent properties in Lake County.  Nowacki presented a resolution by the Miller Improvement Group seeking equal protection of the law on tax matters and demanding the resignation of Mark GianQuinta from the DUAB.  Nowacki moved and Roland Walker seconded, that the MCC Executive Board consider joining the protest by the Miller Improvement Group.  The motion passed.
Barry Rappaport announced that his group “Just Us Jugglers” offers juggling instruction for the public.

Marilyn Krusas observed that February 15 will be Wardella Roby’s 86th birthday.  Everyone applauded and sang “happy birthday”.

The MCC board meeting for February, 2011, adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas D. Eaton

Secretary

Miller Citizens Corporation 
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