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 MILLER CITIZENS CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

January 10, 2011
ATTENDANCE


PRESENT:
Barnes, Collins, Cundiff, Daniel, Darby, Eaton, Gholson, Hansen, Johnston, Massimino, Millard, Prettyman, Reaves, Rodriguez, Roman, Rouse, Smith, Stewart, Walker, Winfrey
EXCUSED:
Friel, Grimes, Krusas, Pruim, Roby, Rogge
ABSENT: 
Botsford, Collie, Nowacki, Rogers
MINUTES
Wendy Prettyman moved and Howard Darby seconded, that the minutes for the November  MCC board meeting be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.  (There was no quorum for the December meeting, so there are no official minutes).
TREASURY
Wendy Prettyman presented the treasurer’s report covering October, November, and December income and spending.  The report showed:

Beginning Balance October 1, 2010: 
    $ 11,263.29
Deposits/Other Credits:                             
          6,805.06
Disbursements:                                                      8,529.93
Ending Balance October 31, 2010:               $    9,538.42
Income is from Dance ($ 4,910), Memberships & Donations ($1,895) and Interest ($.06); Disbursements are for the Dance ($8,112.89), Annual Meeting ($372.04), and Newsletter ($45.00).  Some income and spending for the Halloween dance are not included in these figures.  Tom Eaton moved and Louis Stewart seconded, that the report be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.



Beginning balance, November 1, 2010         $   9,538.42



Income




          3,450.07




Expenditures




       00




Ending balance, November 30, 2010             $12,988.49  





Beginning balance, December 1, 2010           $12,988.49




Income




               845.07




Expenditures                                       
            1,762.30





Ending balance, December 31, 2010               $12,071.26

Ed Johnston moved and Louis Stewart seconded, that the report be accepted as presented.  The motion passed.
MCC COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Gary casinos --  City Councilman Roy Pratt has asked the MCC to support his proposal for keeping two gambling licenses in Gary but allowing one to be in a land-based location.   Comment favored this position, and was summed up by Roland Walker, who noted that there was nothing to gain by not supporting Pratt’s proposal, while a land-based casino near I94 could at least trigger development in that area.  Cullen Daniel cautioned that we should not give up one license to get approval of the land-based option.  In the end, Ed Johnston moved and Joe Winfrey seconded, THAT THE MCC SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL THAT GARY RETAIN TWO CASINO LICENSES AND THAT ONE OF THESE LICENSES BE PERMITTED AT A LAND-BASED LOCATION.  The motion passed.  Eric Reaves agreed to write a letter to Roy Pratt, informing him of the MCC decision.
Marquette Park conservancy – Eric Reaves reported that the conservancy sub-committee of the RDA has completed a first draft of the by-laws for the conservancy.  He and Carol Smith, who are the two MCC representatives on the overall RDA lakefront committee, will produce a CD detailing the current park renovation plan.  Reaves noted that Vance Kenny has been hired as General Contractor for the project.  Fr. Marquette’s statue at the entrance to the park has been refurbished, and many drawings of the planned improvements have been completed .  Some contracts will be let on January 31.  

Ed Johnston noted that a professional lighting company from Chicago has been hired and additional traffic studies are being conducted, to re-evaluate the plan for one-lane traffic through the park.  In response to a question from Lee Botts, Reaves reviewed the plan for apportioning seats on the Conservancy board of directors.  He also noted that the Gary School Corporation was deliberately not included in the allocation of seats, but he couldn’t remember what the reason was for the exclusion.  He added that the committee was developing a proposed budget for operation of the park.  Ron Gholson wondered if the people involved in all this planning were really interested in Gary.
MCC Board Retreat --  Reaves is looking for an acceptable date for an MCC board retreat.  He reminded board members that they are expected to show up for this event, in addition to participating in MCC committees.  He will ask members to leave the board if they cannot contribute to its activities.
MCC 40th Anniversary – Reaves wants to have a year-long celebration to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the MCC, and has asked the Events Committee to start making plans for a summer party, a repeat of the Halloween ball, and other events.  

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Garbage Collection Fee -- Rich Barnes noted that the lawyers involved with the fee issue were getting a certified transcript of the Gary council meeting at which the fee was supposedly passed, and if this confirms their view that the ordinance was not approved, they will file a “motion to correct” the Judge’s opinion on the issue.  This will keep open the option of appealing the decision later.  Ron Gholson wondered why we were continuing to pursue the issue, and Roland Walker added that, if we go forward, we need to make a better case than we have done so far.
DUAB hearing – Barnes reported that a number of MCC people spoke at the DUAB hearing on January 7 in opposition to the requests for “relief” submitted by the City of Gary, the Gary Sanitary District, and the Gary Public Transportation agency.  Barnes complained that one of the DUAB members, GiaQuinta, is a lawyer for the company which has the garbage collection contract in Gary, and should have recused himself from the discussion, which affects the city’s ability to pay his client.  

Parking fees – Barnes has been trying, with little success, to get information about money collected for parking fees at Marquette Park.  Barb Hansen noted that one factor which depresses parking fee collections is the poor state of the launch area at Lake Street.
Mayoral Forum – Barnes has been waiting for the field of mayoral candidates to be complete before trying to set up a candidates’ forum.  Carmen Collins noted that the First District Precinct Organization also wants to have a forum for mayoral candidates.

Zoning question – Someone is renovating the former branch bank at 8120 Dunes Highway, but they do not have a permit and no one knows what they are doing.  Anyone who has more information on the subject should contact Councilwoman Krusas.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Barb Hansen had nothing new to report on the public safety front.  She noted that seats were still available for the civilian police academy.  To sign up, just pick up an application form at the front desk of the Police Headquarters.   
LAKESHORE COMMITTEE 

There was no committee meeting in December, but the next meeting will be on January 20 at 6:00 pm in the meeting room of the Woodson Library on Lake Street.  Bill LaToza has promised an update on the plans for completing the renovation of the Aquatorium.  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The Education Committee also did not meet in December.  Diane Rouse noted that MCC representatives have been trying to attend school committee meetings.  The only discussion concerned placement of a new school building next to the former Ivanhoe School and the need for a new attendance recording system.  Meanwhile, the Gary Community Schools have 21 vacant buildings.  Coming soon is a new system for parents to check on student grades.
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Reaves reports that the MCC website is up and running at www.millercitizenscorp.org.  

GENERAL SHARING
Ed Johnston pointed out that Temple Israel is hosting a dance on April 2.
Lee Botts noted that Martin Luther King commemorative activities are coming up this week.

Roland Walker remarked that Congressman Pete Visclosky’s public forum at the Woodson Library last Saturday may be the last of its kind.

Sandy Rodriguez announced that the first planning session for the summer Farmers Markets will take place on January 16 and will include a presentation on sustainability.  
Cullen Ben Daniel observed that April will mark the centennial of the Miller Town Hall, and the Miller Historical Society intends to create an event for the occasion.  They are looking for a picture of the building.

Howard Darby noted that the Gary Knights of Columbus are looking for members, and he encouraged people to consider joining.

At 9:00 pm, Diane Rouse moved and Russ Cundiff seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Members voted with their feet.

The January 2011 meeting of the Miller Citizens Corporation adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Eaton

Secretary, MCC 
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